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On April 6, violence once again erupted in the Dominican Republic, as thousands throughout the
country organized street demonstrations to demand price controls on consumer goods, and public
service improvements. A recently established National Strike Committee (Comite Nacional de
Huelga), comprised of labor confederations, civic and neighborhood organizations, announced a 48hour nationwide general strike, to begin April 7. Bombs exploded in the capital, Santo Domingo, and
the country's second-largest city, Santiago. Numerous people were injured in both cities. According
to AP, 20 persons were injured when a bomb exploded in downtown Santiago. Several vehicles and
a building were damaged in the explosion. In Santo Domingo, several persons were injured in the
course of confrontations with riot squad police. The police reportedly use tear gas and truncheons
to disperse the crowds. According to police reports, both bombs were "home-made." Strikers are
demanding that the government implement measures to reduce or eliminate "continual" price
increases on consumer goods, and expansion of public services availability and efficiency, mainly
electricity and potable water. On the evening of April 6, representatives of six of the country's major
labor confederations met with government officials and businesspersons. The negotiations were
being mediated by the Catholic Church. (Basic data from AP, 04/06/88)
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